[Reuse of previously implanted defibrillators].
Implantable defibrillators are part of the therapeutical armamentarium for the treatment of tachycardia. About 2000 of these systems are implanted in Germany per year. Device costs range between 45,000 and 55,000 DM. The medium device life-time is 5 years. Questions about reuse of the systems after the patient's death arise. From ethical point of view these plans have to be opposed.